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19  00. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Martley. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  First  Annual 
Report. 

The  health  of  your  District  for  the  past  year 
has,  on  the  whole,  been  satisfactory.  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  have  been  prevalent  in  some 
parishes,  but  with  these  exceptions,  the  Dictrict  has 
been  free  from  epidemics. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  was  200,  giving  an  annual  rate  of  15*2  per 
thousand, 

The  Births,  numbering  306,  give  an  annual 
rate  of  23*3  per  thousand  ;  this  rate  is  below  the 
average  of  recent  years. 

Of  the  deaths  registered,  37  were  in  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
120*9  Per  thousand. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  was  7  per  thousand ;  this 
corresponds  with  the  average  rate  for  the  past  ten 
years. 

Small  Pox.  No  case  reported. 
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Measles.  There  have  been  epidemics  in  several 
parishes,  and  two  deaths  occurred.  Areley  Kings 
School  was  closed. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Ten  cases  were  reported. 
They  occured  in  ten  families.  Five  cases  were 
removed  to  Isolation  Hospital.  No  deaths  were 
caused  by  Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria.  There  have  been  eleven  cases 
with  two  deaths.  The  cases  occured  in  nine  families 
residing  in  seven  parishes.  No  case  was  removed 
to  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

Anti-diphtheritic  serum  was  in  most  cases  ad¬ 
ministered  to  the  patients,  and,  as  a  prophylactic,  to 
the  remaining  members  of  the  households,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  was  effective  in  preventing 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  epidemic  in  several 
parishes,  and  has  caused  three  deaths. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Three  cases  have  been 
reported  ;  two  of  these  occured  in  the  Martley 
Workhouse,  both  of  them  having  been  imported 
from  outside  the  district  ;  one  of  these  cases  proved 
fatal. 


Diarrhoea.  Two  deaths  were  registered  as 
being  due  to  this  disease ;  they  both  occured  in 
elderley  people. 

Influenza.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
Influenza  was  epidemic  throughout  the  district  ;  and 
there  were  eleven  deaths,  most  of  these  being  in 
old  people. 
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The  Local  Government  Board,  in  a  memorandum 

issued  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  this  year,  directs 

that  definite  general  information  shall  be  given  on 

“  House  accommodation,  especially  for  the  working 
“  class  ;  its  adequacy  and  fitness  for  habitation  ; 
“  sufficiency  of  open  space  about  houses  and 
“  cleanlinesss  of  surroundings.  Supervision  over 
“erection  of  new  houses. 

“  Sewerage  and  Drainage  : — its  sufficiency  in  all 
“parts  of  the  District;  condition  of  sewers  and 
“  house  drains. 

“  Method  or  methods  of  disposal  of  sewage.  Local¬ 
ities  where  improvements  are  needed. 

“  Excrement  disposal  : — system  in  vogue  ;  defects  if 
“  any. 

“  Removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse — whether  by 
“  public  scavengers  or  occupiers;  frequency  and 
“  method. 

“Water  Supply  of  the  District  or  its  several  parts  : 
“  its  source  (from  public  service  or  otherwise)  ; 
“  nature  (river  water,  well  water,  upland  water, 
“  &c.)  y  sufficiency,  wholesomeness,  and  freedom 
“(by  special  treatment  or  otherwise  from  risks  of 
“  pollution). 

“  Places  over  which  the  Council  have  supervision, 
lodging  houses,  slaughter  houses,  bake 
“houses,  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milk  shops, 
“  factories  and  workshops,  and  offensive  trades. 

“  Nuisances  : — proceedings  for  their  abatement.  Any 
“  remaining  unabated. 

“  Methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  : 
“notification;  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation 
“and  its  sufficiency;  disinfection.” 
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The  House  accommodation  of  the  District  is 
sufficient  ;  nearly  all  cottages  are  provided  with 
adequate  open  space,  and  have  good  gardens. 

During  the  year  two  houses  have  been  closed 
as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  three  have  been  made 
fit  for  habitation  after  notice  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  Excepting  in  St.  John’s  there  are  no 
Bye  Laws  regulating  the  erection  of  new  houses 
in  this  District. 

The  usual  method  of  disposal  of  sewerage  in 
your  District  is  by  means  of  dumb  wells.  In  the 
purely  rural  parts  of  the  District,  where  the  houses 
are  not  crowded  together,  this  system  is  sufficient 
and  should  not,  with  proper  attention,  give  rise  to  a 
nuisance.  Where  the  houses  are  more  closely 
aggregated,  and  especially  if,  at  the  same  time,  the 
water  supply  is  derived  from  wells  sunk  in  proximity 
to  the  houses,  this  system  must  be  a  source  of 
danger.  At  the  village  of  Clifton-on-Teme,  where 
these  conditions  existed,  sewerage  and  waterworks 
were  carried  out  some  years  ago  under  your  direc¬ 
tion  ;  the  village  is  now  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary 
state,  and  the  water  supply  is  abundant  and  good. 

Hallow  is  another  village  where  the  houses  are 
too  closely  aggregated  for  the  cesspool  system  to 
work  satisfactorily.  During  the  year  two  cases  of 
diphtheria,  one  of  them  fatal,  occured  there.  One 
well  in  this  Village  has  been  closed  by  your  order, 
the  water  having  been  found  to  be  dangerously 
polluted. 

The  privy  system  is  the  usual  method  of  disposal 
of  excrement  in  this  District,  only  the  larger  houses 
having  water  closets  Many  of  the  privies  are  not 
provided  with  water-tight  and  well  ventilated  pits. 
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During  the  year  eleven  new  privies  and  ash  pits 
have  been  provided,  seventeen  have  been  converted 
into  pail-closets,  and  sixty-five  have  been  repaired. 

House  refuse  is  removed  and  disposed  of  by 
occupiers. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  generally 
abundant ;  it  is  derived  principally  from  deep  and 
shallow  wells,  springs,  and  upland  surface  water.  In 
the  parts  of  the  District  adjoining  Malvern,  Wor¬ 
cester,  and  Stourport,  some  of  the  houses  are 
supplied  from  the  Malvern,  Worcester,  and  Kidder¬ 
minster  waterworks.  During  the  year  four  new 
wells  have  been  sunk,  ten  have  been  cleaned  and 
repaired,  thirty-nine  samples  of  water  have  been 
submitted  for  analysis. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 

There  are  slaughter  houses  at  Abberley,  Astley, 
Alfrick,  Broadwas,  Clifton,  Knightwick,  Martley, 
and  Pensax  ;  and  bakehouses  at  Abberley,  Hallow, 
Lulsley,  Martley,  Suckley,  and  Witley  :  neither  the 
bakehouses  nor  the  slaughterhouses  are  systematic¬ 
ally  inspected  as  the  Local  Government  Board 
evidently  intend  that  they  should  be. 

There  are  thirty  registered  dairies  and  cow¬ 
sheds.  They  are  regularly  inspected  and  white¬ 
washed.  Nine  cases  of  contraventions  of  the  orders 
have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  only  workshops  are  some  tailoring  shops 
in  St.  John,  County.  They  are  not  at  present 
regularly  inspected. 

Two  hundred  and  four  notices  for  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  nuisances  have  been  served  during  the  year, 
and  one  hundred  and  seventy  six  have  been  complied 
with. 
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The  Notification  Act  is  in  force  in  this  District, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception 
of  infectious  cases  by  the  Malvern,  Worcester,  and 
Kidderminster  Isolation  Hospitals. 

These  arrangements  are  sufficient. 

In  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfectants  are 
supplied,  and  on  the  termination  ol  the  case  the 
rooms  are  disinfected  and  limewashed. 

Much  sickness  occured  among  the  hoppickers 
this  year.  Measles  was  epidemic  among  them  in 
several  parishes,  One  case  of  scarlet  fever  was 
reported  ;  arrangements  were  made  for  its  reception 
at  the  Malvern  Isolation  Hospital,  but  the  child’s 
mother  removed  her  by  train  to  her  home  at 
Walsall.  Subsequently  the  woman  was  prosecuted 
by  the  Walsall  Authorities,  and  a  conviction  was 
obtained. 

The  statistical  tables  appended  to  my  report 
are  based  on  the  populations  given  by  the  census  of 
1891. 

The  census  to  be  taken  this  year  is  not  unlikely 
to  prove  that  the  populations  of  parts  of  this  District 
have  considerably  changed,  and  that  the  calculations 
based  on  these  populations  are  in  many  cases 
fallacious. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  GREENSILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  A.  Hartley  Rural  District. 

Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1900 

Area  in  acres,  59, 169.  Population  1881  —  12,450 

„  1891,  12,044 

Decrease  1881  — 18 91,  406 
Estimated  Population  1900,  13,  133 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health — - 
J.  H.  Greensill. 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population  living  during  same  period. 

Birth  Rate,  23  '3.  Death  Rate,  15*2.  (a)  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  7. 

( b )  Inf.  Mortal.  I20'9  Pythisis  Death  Rate,  • 6 .  (c)  Resp.  Death  Rate,  2 '8. 

Smallpox  Death  Rate,  cro.  Measles  Death  Rate,  ’i.  Scarlatina  Death  Rate,  cro. 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  Death  Rate,  -i. 

Whooping  Cough  Death  Rate,  ‘2.  (d)  Fever  Death  Rate,  '07. 

(e)  Diarrhoea  Death  Rate,  *1.  (/)  Enteritis  Death  Tate,  o-o‘ 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  Death  Rate,  8. 


Schools  Closed — Stanford,  Suckley,  Areley  Kings. 

(a)  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  and  Diarrhoea. 

(b)  Estimated  by  measuring  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  infants  under  x  year  per  1000  of  the  Births 

registered  during  the  same  pepiod 

(c)  Includes  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy. 

(d)  Includes  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  and  indefinite  forms  of  continued  Fevers. 

(e)  Under  the  heading  of  “  Diarrhoea”  are  to  he  included  deaths  certified  as  from  diarrhoea,  alone 

in  combination  with  some  other  cause  of  ill-defined  nature  ;  and  also  deaths  certified 
as  from 

Epidemitic  enteritis  ; 

Zymotic  enteritis  ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea  ; 

Dysentery  and  dysentric  diarrhoea  ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras  (in  the  absence  of  Asiastic  cholera). 

(f)  Under  the  heading  of  “  Enteritis  ”  are  to  be  included  those  certified  as  from  Gastro-enteritis, 

and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless  from  information  obtained  by  enquiry  from  the  certifying 
practitioner  or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  should  have  reason  for  including 
such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the  specific  term  of  “  Diarrhoea.” 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondry  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should  he  included  under  the 
latter. 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population.  f  Sapey  Pitchard  and  St.  John ,  County ,  added  to  District. 

Areas  of  District  in  acres  Total  population  at  all  ages . 12,044'!  ^  |  ov 

(exclusive  of  area  j-59, 169.  Number  of  inhabited  houses .  2637  -<  g 

covered  by  water).  J  Average  number  of  persons  per  house .  4  O  'o 


Table  II 


MARTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Localities. 
Names  of 

1 

Martley  Registra¬ 
tion  Sub-District. 

.  I 

Leigh  Registration 
Sub-District. 

St.  John’s 
Registration 
Sub-District. 

Year. 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  each 
year. 

Births 

Registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under  1  year. 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  e’ch  year 

Births 

Registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under  1  year. 

Population  estimated 

to  middle  of  e’ch  year 

Births  Registered. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Deaths  uuder  1  year. 

1  a 

b  c  d 

a  j  b  |  c  d  a  b  c  j  d 

1890 

1891 

6366 

1 73 

83 

23 

5678 

143 

92 

21 

• 

1892  ...  j  6366 

157  j  80  |  19 

56?8 

163 

114 

l 

22  j 

1893 

63  66 

149 

56 

19 

5678 

162 

63 

17 

1894 

6366 

171 

89 

17 

5678 

165 

85 

14 

*1895 

6567 

158 

68 

12 

5678 

168 

87 

.23 

888 

16 

14 

1 

1896 

6567 

160 

78 

10 

5678 

165 

84 

12 

888 

21 

9 

2 

On 

00 

►H 

6567 

169 

70  |  24 

5678 

166 

83 

19 

888 

b 

8 

I 

1898 

6367 

T5J 

79  |  11 

5678 

173 

82 

17 

888 

21 

1 1 

3 

1899 

6367 

1 

171 

81 

17 

5678  177 

82 

22 

'  888 

17 

7 

|  1 

Averages  I 
of  Years  - 
1895101899) 

1 

|  6567 

16 

76 

16 

1 

5678  ,  164 

85 

18 

888 

19 

10 

1 

1900 

5948 

i43 

96 

1 7 

5623  j  139 

98 

21 

1762 

24 

13 

1 

*  Sapey  Pitchard  added  to  this  District. 


Table  HI'  Mart  ley  Rural  District. 

Table  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1900. 


No.  of  Cases  Removed 
to  Hospital  from 
each  Locality. 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Small  Pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague 

Totals 

Table  IV.  Martley  Rural  District. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year,  1900. 


...  .  -  ^ 

J! 

Deaths 

in  Localities 

Deaths  in  whole  District 

1  :  :  :  ; 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

(at 

all  Ages). 

Deaths 

Martley 

Regis- 

Leigh 

Regis- 

S.  John’s 
Regis- 

IN 

Causes  of  DeatTI# 

Public 

VAll 

Agesv 

Under 

x  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

tration 

tration 

tration 

Insti- 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Sub- 

Sub- 

Sub- 

TUTIONS. 

4.  _ 

I. 

5- 

i5- 

25- 

65- 

wards. 

District 

District. 

District. 

Small-pox 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.4. 

...  - 

••• 

*  .  . 

Measles  . . 

Scjfrlet  Fever 

2 

... 

2 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

I 

2 

I 

2 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  &  membran- 

2 

2 

2 

braneous  Croup 

Croup 

. 

... 

... 

... 

•  *  * 

t' 

... 

... 

'Typhus.. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Fever^ 

Enteric  . . 

I 

... 

... 

I 

I 

... 

... 

I 

^Other  C’ntinued 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Epidemic  Influenza 

1 1 

I 

I 

3 

6 

'J 

6 

2 

... 

Cholera  . . 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Piague 

.  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  > 

Diarrhoea 

2 

... 

2 

I 

1 

... 

... 

Enteritis  . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

... 

... 

1 

... 

..j 

1 

... 

I 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  septic  diseases  . . 

I 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

Phthisis  . . 

Other  Tubercular 

8 

... 

... 

I 

6 

1 

4 

4 

... 

I 

diseases 

2 

1 

I 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

Cancer,  malignant 
diseases 

1 1 

... 

... 

4 

7 

4 

5 

2 

I 

Bronchitis 

26 

7 

6 

3 

3 

7 

10 

T4 

2 

... 

Pneumonia 

II 

2 

1 

1 

7 

... 

5 

6 

... 

... 

Pleurisy  . . 

... 

... 

... 

••  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other 

diseases  of  Res- 

\ 

piratory  Organs 

Alcoholism  \ 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  / 

I 

... 

‘  .  • 

... 

1 

1 

. .  . 

... 

... 

Venereal  Diseases 

*  *  * 

•  *  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  ’ 

•  • 

•  ®  • 

•  *  * 

•  •  . 

• 

Premature  Birth 

II 

1 1 

•  • 

... 

... 

.> 

8 

... 

I 

Diseases  and  accidents 

2 

2 

2 

of  parturition 

16 

Heart  diseases  . . 

36 

1 

12 

23 

19 

I 

3 

Accidents 

6 

... 

3 

3 

... 

3 

2 

I 

... 

Suicides  . . 

I 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Old  Age  . . 

17 

... 

... 

17 

9 

6 

2 

1 

Infantile  Atrophy 

5 

5 

... 

... 

... 

4 

... 

I 

1 

Diseases  of  Nervous 

14 

8 

6 

8 

6 

3 

System 

Apoplexy  . . 

11 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

6 

6 

4 

I 

1 

I  All  other  charges 

15 

... 

... 

1 

I 

5 

8 

7 

8 

... 

1 

All  causes 

200 

37 

16 

7 

4 

5 

3i 

93 

95 

12 

15 

